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These extracts from reviews do not pretend to represent a
complete survey of all reviews in journals and newspapers. We
offer only a selection from quotations that members have sent
in. Our reproduction of comments is not a stamp of approval
from the Society of Indexers upon the reviewer’s assessment of
an index.

Extracts are arranged alphabetically under the names of
publishers, within the sections: Indexes praised; Two cheers!;
Indexes censured; Indexes omitted; Obiter dicta.

Indexes praised
Allen Lane/The Penguin Press: Words on words, by David and

Hilary Crystal (580 pp, £18.99). Rev. by Paul Dean, Times
Literary Supplement, 16 Feb. 2001.

The book has the most comprehensive key word and topic index
imaginable, running to 250 pages.

Rev. by William Safire, New York Times, 17 Dec. 2000.

Indexing is an underrated art. The Crystals’ book is a quotation
anthology with an index that won’t quit, as befits David’s experi-
ence as past president of the Society of Indexers. Half of the 580-
page book contains indexes of authors, sources, ‘key words,
phrases and concepts.’ I vaguely recollected a quotation about
archaic spelling and instantly found it under ‘speller, Chaucer as
the worst.’ It’s from humorist Artemus Ward: ‘It is a pity that
Chaucer, who had geneyus, was so unedicated. He’s the wuss
speller I know of.’ Here’s a quotation for the Crystals’ next edition:
‘A book without an index is like wine without a meal.’ [The Crystals
were awarded the 2001 Wheatley Medal for this index.]

Berkley Publishing Group: For the love of books, by Ronald B.
Shwartz (297 pp, $13). Rev. in Common Reader catalogue no.
194.

The index alone is a joy to browse.

Butterworth–Heinemann: Culture, health and illness (4th edn), by
Cecil G. Helman (2000, 328 pp, $19.99). Rev. by Joseph F.
Fennelly, JAMA 285(8), 28 Feb. 2001.

The references and author and subject indexes are quite thorough.

Butterworth–Heinemann: Caplan’s stroke: a clinical approach (3rd
edn), by Louis R. Caplan (2000, 556 pp, $99). Rev. by John
Norris, New England Journal of Medicine 343(25), 21 Dec. 2000.

The index is fairly comprehensive, and the succinct sections should
prove more accessible, especially to readers with limited time, than
those of the large, more encyclopedic tomes currently available.

CABI Publishing: Fascioliosis, ed. by J. P. Dalton (1999, 544 pp,
£85). Rev. by R. W. A. Girdwood, Tropical Doctor, Oct. 2000, 30.

The book is produced to the high standards associated with CAB
International – clear text, no typographical errors, sharp reproduc-
tion of photographs, figures and diagrams and an adequate index.

CABI Publishing: Sexually transmitted infections and AIDS in the
tropics, ed. by O. P. Arya and C. A. Hart (1998, 438 pp, £60).
Rev. by Philippe Mayaud, Tropical Doctor, Jan. 2000, 30.

I found the book pleasant to read with its luxurious presentation,
modern and very clear layout, good index, judicious use of iconog-
raphy and impressive colour plates section.

Cambridge University Press: Beneath our feet: the rocks of Planet
Earth, by R. Vernon (2000, 216 pp, £18.95). Rev. by B. E. Leake,
Mineralogical Magazine 65(2), April 2001.

There is a good index and the book is stoutly bound. [Oh, good.]

Cambridge University Press: The Cambridge ancient history, 11:
The high empire, AD 70–192, ed. by Alan K. Bowman, Peter
Garnsey and Dominic Rathbone (1222 pp, £95). Rev. by T.
Corey Brennan, Times Literary Supplement, 2 Feb. 2001.

Indeed, ‘Pax Romana’ or ‘peace’ do not rate entries in the excellent
index.

Cambridge University Press: The Cambridge world history of food,
ed. by Kenneth F. Kiple and Kriemhild Conée Ornelas (2000,
2153 pp, £95). Rev. by Anthony Blake, Nature 408(6815), 21/28
Dec. 2000.

The indexes of ‘Latin Names’, ‘People’s Names’ and ‘General
Subjects’ make information on specific topics easy to find.

Cambridge University Press: Disorders of brain and mind, ed. by
Maria A. Ron and Anthony S. David (1999, 373 pp, £24.95).
Rev. by Stephen Dye, Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine 93,
April 2000.

The book has a comprehensive index.

Chatto and Windus: Francis of Assisi, by Adrian House (336 pp,
£20).

Gallimard: Saint François d’Assise, by Jacques Le Goff (220 pp,
FF120.) Rev. by Colin Morris, Times Literary Supplement, 27
April 2001.

In line with their divergent national traditions, the French
publishers have provided no index, and the English publishers a
good one.

Chronicle: Amphibians and reptiles in 3-D, by Mark Blum (1999,
$18.95). Rev. in Daedalus Books catalogue, early Spring 2001.

With sturdy 3-D glasses built right in, plus fact-filled captions and a
helpful index and glossary, this book will open your eyes to a world
of extraordinary creatures.

Churchill Livingstone: Clinical radiation oncology, ed. by Leonard
L. Gunderson and Joel E. Tepper (2000, 1296 pp, $235). Rev. by
Walter G. Gunn, JAMA 285(8), 28 Feb. 2001.

Naturally an index is vital to such a search, and I’m happy to say
that this text’s index is very good indeed.

Churchill Livingstone: Fetal medicine: basic science and clinical
practice, ed. by Charles H. Rodeck and Martin J. Whittle (2000,
1162 pp, $130). Rev. by Judith Hall, New England Journal of
Medicine 344(10), 8 March 2001.

Basic information such as the genes involved in embryonic and
fetal development and normal values are readily found by means of
the index and through the logical organization of the book.

Ivan R. Dee (Chicago): Aldous Huxley: Complete Essays, 1
(1920–1925), 2 (1926–1929), ed. by Robert S. Baker and James
Sex (489 pp and 589 pp, £19.99 each). Rev. by P. N. Furbank,
Times Literary Supplement, 9 March 2001.

The editors . . . have done their job with commendable thorough-
ness, giving at the end of each essay or review exact details of its
appearance and providing each volume with a good index.

Demos Medical: Multiple sclerosis: diagnosis, medical management,
and rehabilitation, ed. by Jack S. Burks and Kenneth P. Johnson
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(2000, 598 pp, $175). Rev. by Douglas S. Goodin, New England
Journal of Medicine 343(24), 14 Dec. 2000.

The index is well laid out and easy to use.

Dorling Kindersley: RHS plants for places (2001, 576 pp, £9.99).
Rev. by Geoff Stebbings, The Garden, June 2001.

With more than 1,000 entries and full index it is an excellent start
for beginners and reminder for the more experienced.

Duckworth: A short walk down Fleet Street, by Alan Watkins (£18).
Rev. by William Keegan, The Oldie, Dec. 2000.

His many fans will not be disappointed by this perfect Christmas
present. He has judged the length right – 250 pages of personal
memoirs and very good stories – and 21 pages of index for the
Great and the Good who wish to look up friends and the people
they fell foul of on the way.

Martin Dunitz: Handbook of contact dermatitis, ed. by Matthias
Gebhardt, Peter Elsner and James G. Marks, Jr (2000, 263 pp,
$69.95). Rev. by Joyce Rico, New England Journal of Medicine
344(5), 1 Feb. 2001.

The material is succinctly presented, with brief headings, and is
appropriately indexed.

Éditions Technip: Well completion and servicing, by Denis Perrin,
M. Carron and G. Gaillot (1999, 325 pp, FF470). Rev. by
Giancarlo Rizzi, Geoscientist 11(6), June 2001.

There has also been a thoughtful ‘non-cluttered’ approach to the
index section, where a spacious layout and keyword-bold-type
enables the book to double up as an effective quick reference
text.

Fitzroy Dearborn: The information specialist’s guide to searching
and researching on the Internet and World Wide Web (2nd edn)
(2000, 438 pp, $40). Rev. by Sally Chambers, Library Association
Record 103(6), June 2001.

The layout is complemented by useful tools, including an expanded
contents listing; comprehensive index; and user-friendly glossary.

Four Courts Press: Essays on the history of Trinity College Library,
Dublin, ed. by Vincent Kinane and Ann Walsh (2000, 206 pp,
£35). Rev. by Paul Sturges, Library Association Record 102(7),
July 2000.

It is topped off with a good index, and it is certainly both a resource
for future scholarship and a handsome addition to collections on
library history.

David Fulton: Helping children with autism to learn, ed. by Stuart
Powell (£15). Rev. by Carla Cheltenham, Communication,
Summer 2001.

Bold subheadings, additional sub-sections as well as an adequate
index, ensure that specific areas of information may be accessed as
required.

GEMOC Press: Billion-year earth history of Australia and neigh-
bours in Gondwanaland, ed. by J. J. Veevors (2000, 400 pp, £30).
Rev. by Dick Selley, Geoscientist 11(6), June 2001.

All the papers cited are subsumed into a single reference list at the
end of the book. It concludes with a comprehensive index.

Glenlake: The international handbook of computer security, by J. K.
Shim et al. (2000, 260 pp, £50). Rev. by Paul Sturges, Library
Association Record 103(2), Feb. 2001.

Although the information could be structured better, there is a
substantial index which enables the book to be used as a reference
tool. As such, it can be heartily recommended.

Geological Society of London: Understanding granites: integrating
new and classical techniques, ed. by A. Castro, C. Fernandez and
J. L.Vigneresse (2000, 278 pp, £70). Rev. by Thomas Feininger,
Canadian Mineralogist 38(6), Dec. 2000.

A comprehensive index takes up the last 6 pages of the book.

HarperCollins: From dawn to decadence: 500 years of Western
cultural life: 1500 to the present (877 pp, £25). Rev. by Lauro
Martines, Times Literary Supplement, 2 March 2001.

With the help of its superb index, readers may browse pleasurably
in this book or look for specific items either by topic or individual.

HarperCollins: Wild guide: rocks and minerals, by A. P. Jones
(2000, 243 pp, £7.99). Rev. by R. A. Howie, Mineralogical Maga-
zine 65(2), April 2001.

This should prove to be a suitable popular guide for beginners of all
ages. There is a good index.

Kumarian Press: Managing drug supply, by Management Sciences
for Health/WHO (1997, 438 pp, $84.95). Rev. in Tropical
Doctor, Jan. 2000, 30.

The index and also the summary of the contents given in the intro-
duction to each chapter are very useful.

Libraries Unlimited: Library services for open and distance learning:
the 3rd annotated bibliography, by Alexander L. Slade and Marie
A. Kascus (2000, xlii + 344 pp, £67.50). Rev. by Stephen Drodge,
Library Association Record 103(1), Jan. 2001.

The author, geographic, institution and subject indexes offer
multiple routes into the material, and include links to the two
earlier volumes.

Library Association Publishing: The library and information profes-
sional’s guide to the internet, ed. by A. Poulter, D. Hiom and G.
Tseng (2000, 146 pp, £16.95). Rev. by Helen Kershaw, Library
Association Record 103(4), April 2001.

The structure of the work is clear, and the indexing first class.

Louisiana State University Press: Naked truths and provocative
curiosities, by John Maxwell Hamilton (2000, 351 pp, $24.95).
Rev. by Stephen Horvath, LOGOS 11(4), 2000.

And, in addition to an extensive index, we are also treated to a pie
chart created from, yes, a real pie!

Mosby: Plastic surgery: indications, operations, and outcomes, 1:
Principles and techniques and general reconstructive surgery; 2:
Craniomaxillofacial, cleft, pediatric surgery; 3: Head and neck
surgery; 4: Hand surgery; 5: Aesthetic surgery, ed. by Bruce M.
Achauer et al. (2000, 2888 pp, $595). Rev. by James Chang and
Christa Roberts, JAMA 285(15), 18 April 2001.

This is a handsome text, with clear organization, easy-to-read print,
and a user-friendly index . . . The 98-page index is extensive and
easy to use.

Naval Institute Press: Nelson speaks, by Joseph F. Callo (216 pp,
$29.95). Rev. by John Lehman, Wall Street Journal, 24 May 2001.

. . . the Naval Institute Press exhibits its usual craftsmanship (excel-
lent introduction, index and bibliography) with Nelson Speaks:
Admiral Lord Nelson In His Own Words.

Pantheon: Reading lyrics, ed. by Robert Gottlieb and Robert
Kimball (730 pp, £30). Rev. by Christopher Hawtree, Observer,
14 Jan. 2001.

Gottlieb and Kimball have also gone back to as many original
sources as possible, and supplied various indexes, so that it is easy
to find that, for example, the Wodehouse lyric was introduced by
Sam Hardy and Juliette Day into a 1917 show, The Riviera Girls.

Reader’s Digest: Explore your family’s past, ed. by John Andrews
and Justine Scott-Macnab (2000). Rev. in The Daily Telegraph, 3
Feb. 2001.

It is superb in nearly every regard – comprehensive, well-indexed,
logically organised and brilliantly illustrated. [Index by SI member
Laura Hicks.]

Routledge: Language, society and power, ed. by Linda Thomas and
Shân Wareing (1999, 213 pp, £40/£12.99). Rev. by Valerie A.
Elliston, The Indexer 22(1), April 2000.

The book is rounded off with a useful glossary and, again, a thor-
ough index with plenty of subheadings and cross-references. (Index
by SI member Sue Lightfoot.)

Rutland Press: Perth & Kinross: an illustrated architectural guide, by
Nick Haynes (£11.95). Rev. by Norman Watson, Dundee
Courier, 12 May 2001.
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There is also something book-lovers drool over – a terrific index.
[Index by SI member Oula Jones.]

St Martin’s Press: Classifying race: labour and difference in Britain,
the USA and Africa, ed. by Peter Alexander and Rick Halpern
(2000, xi + 250 pp, $69.95). Rev. by Derek Catsam on H-Net (a
history listserv).

On a more positive note, the inclusion of a reasonably comprehen-
sive index is applauded by this reviewer. Often essay collections
lack an index, but in this book, where there is much possibility for
comparison, its inclusion is not merely handy, it is essential.

W. B. Saunders: Atlas of cancer surgery, by Norman D. Bloom,
Edward J. Beattie and James C. Harvey (2000, 495 pp). Rev. by
Jerome J. DeCosse, Archives of Surgery 136(1), Jan. 2001.

A detailed index is provided.

SCM Press: Dictionary of Methodism in Britain and Ireland, ed. by
John Vickers (2000, £32). Rev. by Lionel Madden, Library Asso-
ciation Record 103(6), June 2001.

As befits a former winner of the Wheatley Medal, Vickers has
ensured that the internal indexing is meticulous.

Scarecrow Press: Learn Dewey Decimal Classification, by Mary
Mortimer (2000, 145 pp, £19.99).

Learn Library of Congress Classification (2000, 171 pp, £22.15).
Rev. by Ann O’Brien, Library Association Record 103(1), Jan. 2001.

Both texts are A4 format, have a useful glossary, brief bibliography
and concise index.

Spon Press: The regeneration of public parks, ed. by Jan. Woudstra
and Ken Fieldhouse (2000, 200 pp £29.99). Rev. by Hal
Moggridge, The Garden, April 2001.

Finally there is a good bibliography and competent index.

Sterling Publishers: The Mazruiana collection: a comprehensive
annotated bibliography of the published works of Ali A. Mazrui,
1962–1997, compiled by Abdul Samed Bemath (1998, xiii + 348
pp, £14.50). Rev. by Terry Barringer, African Affairs 99(397),
Oct. 2000.

Competent author and subject indexes enable the user to navigate
with ease.

Sweet & Maxwell Asia (Hong Kong): Arbitration procedures in Asia,
ed. by Ben Beaumont (794 pp, $321). Rev. on European Arbitra-
tion homepage, Dec. 1999.

The niggles about proofing are minor compared with the praise
that must be extended to the editor and the publisher for ensuring
that the work not only has an index (a declining feature in books),
but actually has a professionally produced index. The indexer is
even acknowledged. Mr Siebel holds the distinction of not only
being a barrister but also Vice-President of the Australian Society
of Indexers. Indexes are an expensive business. Firstly the indexer
has to be paid, and paid before the book starts producing income. . .
Secondly they are a major delay in getting the product onto the
shelves. . . The temptations to cut corners by having no index, or an
unprofessional index, are all too obvious. Kingsley Siebel’s effort
runs to not only fifty-eight pages of index proper but also to the
production of legislation and case tables.

University Press of America: Medicine in colonial America, by
Oscar Reiss (2000, 518 pp, $64.50). Rev. by Michael A.
Franchetti, JAMA 285(4), 24/31 Jan. 2001.

The detailed index also provides quick reference to particular
subjects of interest.

Richard Webb: The chronicles of Dartmouth: an historical yearly log,
1854–1954, by Don Collinson (£25). Rev. by John Pike, Herald
Express, 24 Oct. 2000.

The fullness and quality of the index puts many other publications
to shame.

Yale: The stranger from paradise: a biography of William Blake, by G.
E. Bentley Jr (532 pp, £25). Rev. by Thomas Wright, Daily Tele-
graph, 19 May 2001.

The book’s almost grotesquely encyclopedic range is indicated in
the 34-page index, which includes the following entries: ‘Ankles,
swollen, 435n’; ‘gingerbread, 91’; ‘Penis, heroic, 429’, and ‘Pigs,
learned, 18, 466’.

Two cheers!
Aslib: Thesaurus construction and use: a practical manual (4th edn),

by Jean Aitchison, Alan Gilchrist and David Bawden (2000, 218
pp). Rev. by Caroline Barlow, Managing Information, April
2001.

The index refers to specific sections and sub-sections, which is most
useful, though cumbersome at times. However, it suffers from poor
editing of headings, where judicial use of sub-headings could have
improved index usability (cf. thesaurus . . . entries).

Butterworths: Butterworths e-commerce and IT law handbook, ed.
by Jeremy Phillips (2000, £79). Rev. by Charles Oppenheim,
Information World Review no. 168, April 2001.

Most legal textbooks have appalling indexes. The index to this
handbook is certainly much better than the legal average, but is by
no means perfect. For example, if you wanted to find out what laws
relate to electronic signatures, the index provides only limited help
(you can only find the index entry under another heading, Elec-
tronic Commerce), though the relevant legal text is indeed there
(it’s Clause seven of the Electronic Communications Act, 2000).
The index works best if you already know what Act or regulation
you need, and you are simply checking its precise wording. No
interpretation of the meaning of the wording is ever provided.

Cornell University Press: The poems of Sir Walter Ralegh: a histor-
ical edition, ed. by Michael Rudick (2000, 317 pp, £25). Rev. by
Peter Beal, Times Literary Supplement, 29 Dec. 2000.

Packaged neatly and usefully in fewer than 320 clearly laid-out
pages, including generous supplements of ‘verse testimonials’ to
Ralegh, a list of further poems attributed to him after 1660, a first-
line index (though no title index), and bibliographies . . this edition
is essential reading for anyone at all interested in English Renais-
sance verse and its transmission and editing.

Macmillan: New Grove dictionary of music and musicians, ed. by
Stanley Sadie (£2950). Rev. by Kenneth Walton, Scotsman, 29
Jan. 2001.

While a useful index fills an entire volume – directing us to topics as
obscure and intriguing as ‘Gay and lesbian music’, ‘Nazism’, and
‘Pluralism in jazz’ – a few entries have fallen through its net,
leading us to believe, for instance, that Scottish composers Edward
McGuire and John McLeod have been neglected. They have
not.[. . . ]

More than 30 Scottish composers from the last 100 years are
featured in the latest version of the New Grove – not that you
should rely on the dictionary’s otherwise comprehensive index for
that information. Three Macs, Edward McGuire, Gordon
McPherson and Edward McGuire are missing from both the
general and categorised indices [sic] as is William Sweeney. But
they are given proper treatment in the main body text.

Penguin/Secker & Warburg: The collected essays, journalism and
letters of George Orwell, ed. by Sonia Orwell and Ian Angus
(1970). Rev. by P. J. Kavanagh, Times Literary Supplement, 15
Dec. 2000.

I have been looking through the four volumes of George Orwell’s
journalism . . . mainly to see if he touches on a subject of interest to
me, namely the strange fascination of British seaside towns in
winter, especially when these are past their best, as they usually are.

He may write of this somewhere, but I have had no luck. Even
the wonderful Index has been unable to help – ‘miscellaneous
observations: on blaming skunks for stinking; on authors and preg-
nant women; on throwing dead donkeys . . .’. This is a pity, because
it might have been a subject that interested him, and he would have
been able to analyse why this was so. As it is, I am left on my own
(distracted for the moment by looking up the page reference for
‘throwing dead donkeys’).

The Indexer Vol. 22 No. 4 October 2001 205

Indexes reviewed



Indexes censured
Age Concern England: Culture, religion and patient care in a multi-

ethnic society: a handbook for professionals, by Alix Henley and
Judith Schott (1999, 602 pp, £19.99). Rev. by Aziz Sheikh,
Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine 93, April 2000.

Bulky, with an index too cursory to be of practical benefit and
lacking a glossary, it fails as [a day-to-day reference book].

AMREF: Community health worker’s manual, by Elizabeth Wood
(1998, 379 pp, $10). Rev. in Tropical Doctor, Oct. 2000, 30.

I would have liked to have seen a more comprehensive list of
possible symptoms even as part of an expanded index. [But if it’s not
in the text, why should it be in the index?]

Aslib: Guide to business information on Russia, the NIS and the
Baltic states, by Tania Konn (2000, 310 pp). Rev. by Matt Moore,
Managing Information, March 2001.

The index mixes long lists of virtually identical publication titles
with entries for topics and countries. Two indices [sic] would be
easier to use. . . . These are largely quibbles however, and should
not detract from its overall value as a reference work.

British Library: Rooms near Chancery Lane: the Patent Office under
the Commissioners 1852–1883, by John Hewish (2000, 170 pp,
£35). Rev. by Charles Oppenheim, Library Association Record
103(1), Jan. 2001.

The index is limited.

Collins: Collins pocket guide: sea shore of Britain & Europe (1958,
272 pp, £14.99). Rev. by Angus Clarke, The Times, 17 Feb. 2001.

Its index is not always as helpful as it might be: there is no entry for
the elegant wentletrap shell, for example; you have to know
enough about shells to look under ‘Common wentletrap’.

Marcel Dekker: Listeria, listeriosis and food safety (2nd edn), ed. by
Elliot T. Ryser and Elmer H. Marth (1999, 738 pp, $195). Rev.
by W. F. Harrigan, International Journal of Food Science & Tech-
nology 36(1), Jan. 2001.

This information isn’t always directly accessible from the index –
e.g. under the index entry for ‘z-value’ reference is only made to the
chapter on seafood, whereas information on z-value determina-
tions is provided also in the chapter on meat products (p. 551).

Fourth Estate: The complete letters of Oscar Wilde, ed. by Merlin
Holland and Rupert Hart-Davis (1270 pp, £35). Rev. by Thomas
Wright, Times Literary Supplement, 9 Feb. 2001.

The index is less detailed than that of the 1962 edition, and a few of
the references in the new letters have not found their way into it.

Gower Publishing: Manual of online search strategies (£95 single
volume, £225 3-vol. set). Rev. by Krys Bottrill, Information
World Review no. 168, April 2001.

The book contains two indices. One is an alphabetical listing of all
databases and database vendors mentioned. The subject index has
a significant number of flaws, errors and omissions. In some cases,
the indexer inserts terms used by an author without attempting to
harmonise these through the index. Thus, there are separate
entries for ‘cross-file searching’ and ‘multiple database searching’,
although these are in effect synonymous. The entry ‘citation pearl-
growing’ refers to only one page, although this strategy is discussed
in other chapters, except not under that name. The entries ‘infor-
mation intermediaries’, ‘information seekers’ and ‘end users’ do
not have cross-references between them, and they are not listed as
subheadings to the entry ‘searchers’. The latter omission may
however be due less to the indexer than to an editorial policy of not
permitting subheadings. If so, this is a pity, because a number of
entries have unhelpfully long strings of undifferentiated
references.

Kluwer Academic: Arrhythmias and sudden death in athletes
(Developments in Cardiovascular Medicine, vol. 232.), ed. by A.
Bayes de Luna, F. Furlanello, B. J. Maron and D. P. Zipes (2000,
163 pp, $77). Rev. by Richard Crampton, The New England
Journal of Medicine 344(7), 15 Feb. 2001.

. . . the index inconveniences the reader with its peculiarities. The
important Brugada, long-QT, and Wolff-Parkinson-White
syndromes, for instance, are listed only under the entry for ‘syn-
drome.’

Macmillan: Invisible forms, by Kevin Jackson (199, xxii + 310 pp,
£10). Rev. by Hazel Bell, LOGOS 11(4), 2000.

The final chapter is ‘Indexes’, and this indexer’s eyes were glad-
dened to find there: ‘A good index has the satisfying qualities of all
skilled workmanship; an inspired index may be a thing of joy some-
times wittier, more eloquent and more enlightening than the book
whose train it follows with such deceptive humility’. Sadly disap-
pointing, then, to find it followed only by an ‘Index Nominum’,
listing merely the names of people – giving no titles or topics, both
highly likely to be sought in this most informative book. Among the
five-line listing of undifferentiated page references for Samuel
Johnson, there is no way to pick out passages on his collection of
books, his comments on editions of Shakespeare, lectures,
patronage or Roman Catholicism; D’Israeli’s or Keats’s comments
on him; his English Dictionary, Life of Savage, Lives of the Poets,
prefaces, Rambler, or ‘The Vanity of Human Wishes’. Topics are
traceable only through the contents list, which gives only the main
subjects of chapters: references to others, such as collaboration,
criticism, jokes, Latin, lipogram, plagiarism, pornography, satire,
translation and copyright, cannot be located. (Possibly just as well
in the last case: the assertion beginning, ‘our copyright laws now
acknowledge that ...’ (pp. 285–6) cites in support a publication of
1978). These flaws apart, the book makes a wholly fascinating read,
widely researched and wittily written.

MIT Press: The intellectual foundation of information organization,
by Elaine Svenonius (2000, 255 pp, £24.50). Rev. by K. G. B.
Bakewell, New Library World 102(1162), 2001.

It is surprising that a book on information organization aimed at
those outside the discipline of library and information science
should not say something about book (or ‘back-of-the-book’)
indexing, since such people often need to compile their own
indexes to reports etc. The index to this book is far from satisfac-
tory with a number of errors, too many ‘strings’ of page references
and several omissions including Classification Research Group,
fixed location, KWIC indexing, MARC, ‘see also’ cross-references,
‘see’ cross-references, thesauri, uncontrolled vocabularies and
whole–part relationship. There is a brief comment on indexing on
page 46, but it is not indexed. The ISO standard on book indexing
(ISO 999) is omitted from the bibliography and from the list of
standards on page 59.

Slatkine/Champion Électronique: Grand dictionnaire universel du
XIXe siècle (DVD-ROM), by Pierre Larousse (2900 Swfr; multi-
user DVD, 3500 Swfr). Rev. by Graham Robb, Times Literary
Supplement, 27 April 2001.

Users should be aware that the index which occupies the left of the
screen gives only the main entries (FLEUR, but not Fleurs du mal
or Larousse’s anthology, Fleurs latines des dames et des gens du
monde), and only those that were printed in upper-case letters: it
goes from GASTÉROZAIRE to GASTINAIS, omitting
Gastibelza, the poem, the song, and the opera.

All the usual Boolean operators are available, but the results are
sometimes incomplete. One letter is often mistaken for another. I
happen to know that Rimbaud is mentioned in Volume Seventeen
under ‘Audition colorée’, ‘Décadent’ and ‘Verlaine’. (There is no
separate entry for Rimbaud.) But a search under ‘Rimbaud’
produces only a ‘! Pas de résultat. OK’. I was told by Slatkine (but
not by the manual) that this is because infrequent words like
‘Rimbaud’ were not indexed, so that everything will fit onto one
disk. Apparently, later versions will index all words except those
that occur only once. It will therefore be impossible to say that a
particular word or person does not appear in the Grand
Dictionnaire. It is to be hoped that this will be pointed out to future
users.

For word searches, Slatkine claim a 98.6 per cent success rate –
presumably only for indexed words. I have not been able to confirm
this. By searching manually, before the days of DVDs, I found
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forty-four occurrences of Baudelaire, who is indexed. However,
searches under ‘Baudelaire’, ‘Baud*’, etc, discovered only twenty-
nine of these forty-four.

Compared to the sudden, exhilarating convenience of the
modernized Grand Dictionnaire, these are small problems. They
would be even smaller if the author of the manual took a lesson
from the encyclopedic Pierre Larousse.

SPCK: Faith, science and understanding, by John Polkinghorne
(£11.99). Rev. by Jeremy Craddock, Church Times, 22 Dec.
2000.

Polkinghorne’s book is based on previous lectures and articles.
There is some repetition and, because the index is thin, one occa-
sionally has a sense of déjà vu without knowing whether one has
read the idea in one of his previous books, or in this one.

Stanford University Press: The daily life of the Greek gods, by Giulia
Sissa and Marcel Detienne, tr. from the French by Janet Lloyd
(287 pp, £30). Rev. by James Davidson, Times Literary Supple-
ment, 4 May 2001.

There are many things to criticize in Stanford University Press’s
edition – typos, references not updated or adapted for an English-
speaking readership, the original feeble index unimproved – but
merely for having had it translated, the publishers deserve thanks.

The Stationery Office: Whitaker’s London almanack (£40). Rev. by
Charles A. Toase, Refer 17(1), Winter 2001.

On the subject of indexing Whitaker’s almanack itself, D. J.
Simpson (ex Open University Library) has written to me
complaining that ‘it is so inadequate’, and in particular that the
summary of the year ‘which contains masses of material, is almost
unindexed’. He cites two pieces on a ‘British Library blunder’ on
the dumping of 80,000 books (one of the blown-up media stories)
which appears twice but is not indexed. He says that Lauren Hill
(the editor) can hardly claim that there is no space for a fuller
index, as there are ten blank pages at the end of the book . . . Inci-
dentally, he was driven to write to me because he had been doing
the Whitaker quiz, an annual feature that I find most useful for
staff training – there is no better way to find out the contents. A
fuller index might make the quiz too easy; a CD-ROM version,
which would be a wonderful way of getting access to the content,
would probably kill it off altogether.

Verso: The business of books, by André Schiffrin (2000, 181 pp,
£16). Rev. by Gordon Graham, LOGOS 11(4), 2000.

The business of books is nicely produced, but poorly edited and
inadequately indexed. I copyedited it as I read it, and will be glad to
send my copy to the publishers in the event that they contemplate a
second printing.

Rev. by Iain Stevenson, The Bookseller, Nov. 2000.

[Schiffrin’s] errors sit uncomfortably in a work that bemoans the
low standards of editorial management in modern publishing
houses. It appears that Schiffrin’s own work has never been near a
copy editor; if it has, Verso should demand a refund. I should also
get my money back from the person who compiled the index, the
most useless I have ever encountered.

Viking: Wordsworth: a life, by Juliet Barker (2000, 971 pp, £25).
Rev. by John Mullan, London Review of Books, 5 April 2001.

This huge and hugely detailed book should also be a superb work
of reference. But Barker has been badly let down by her indexer –
or by her publisher’s policy on indexing. Most of the index might as
well have been composed by a computer, consisting as it does of
names of persons and places followed by phalanxes of page
numbers. It is maddening. What is the point of, say, the entry on
Dorothy Wordsworth, which gives merely her name followed by
almost four hundred page numbers? Once having finished the
book, imagine trying to find any of Barker’s acute discussion of the
relationship between Dorothy and Wordsworth’s wife, Mary. Or
her examples of Dorothy’s contributions to her brother’s poems.
Or simply her account of the breakdown in Dorothy’s health, and
its accumulated effects on the household at Rydal Mount. The best
biographies, often too large to be read cover to cover more than

once, are kept alive by their indexes; Penguin have stupidly limited
the afterlife of this one. Perhaps, for the paperback edition, they
will consider investing in the index that will do justice to this book?

John Wiley: Working solo sourcebook: essential resources for inde-
pendent entrepreneurs, by T. Lonier (1998, 315 pp, £10.95). Rev.
by Peter Fraser, Journal of Small Business and Enterprise Devel-
opment 8(2), Summer 2001.

Although the index runs to several pages, it has been assembled
from the titles of the items included and this makes it harder to
identify material of interest. For example, a text on computer prob-
lems was indexed under Zap! the first word of the title concerned.

Indexes omitted
Africa World Press: Eye of fire: Emeka Anyaoku, by Phyllis Johnson

(2000, xiv + 304 pp, $21.95). Rev. by Anthony Kirk-Greene,
African Affairs 99(397), Oct. 2000.

The lack of an index is a regrettable dereliction of duty on the part
of the publishers in a book of this multi-thematic and many-
personed nature.

Broadway: Wine and war, by Don and Petie Kladstrup (290 pp,
$24). Rev. by Paul Levy, Wall Street Journal, 18 May 2001.

And a better publisher might have insisted on an index, the absence
of which is a disgrace.

Chandos Publishing: Food additives: what every manager needs to
know, by Dorothy Flowerdew (1999, 129 pp, £45). Rev. by Jack
Knights, International Journal of Food Science & Technology
36(1), Jan. 2001.

It does not contain an index, but does have an appendix consisting
of a list of additives having ‘E numbers’. It would have been helpful
for those readers using the book as a reference document if this list
had given page references where data on an individual food addi-
tive could be found.

Common Ground: The Common Ground book of orchards: conser-
vation culture and community (2000, 224 pp, £18.95). Rev. by
Elizabeth Agate, Conserver, Spring 2001.

I recommend that you make notes as you read because the lack of
an index and sparse contents page makes it difficult to relocate that
fascinating nugget of information you read earlier.

Doubleday: Ghost soldiers, by Hampton Sides (342 pp, $24.95).
Rev. by John Lehman, Wall Street Journal, 24 May 2001.

It is a great war story, and Mr Sides tells it well . . .. It is a pity,
though, that his book has no index, no bibliography and no table of
contents.

Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (Paris): Lire à Paris
au temps de Balzac: les cabinets de lecture à Paris 1815–1830, by
Françoise Parent-Lardeur (300 pp, FF190) Rev. by Graham
Robb, Times Literary Supplement, 22 Dec. 2000.

Like so many scholarly books published in France, Lire à Paris au
temps de Balzac has no index. [Plus ça change . . ]

Farrar, Straus & Girous: Shakespeare’s language, by Frank
Kermode (2000, $30). Rev. by Richard Howard, American
Scholar 69(3), Summer 2000.

‘Now and again,’ Kermode writes, ‘I have had to use some technical
language when writing about texts, so I have added an appendix
explaining the terms.’ Furthermore, no bibliography or index is
supplied; I infer that this remarkable book is, even more remark-
ably, intended for the common reader, the ordinary playgoer, crea-
tures whom the author generously assumes to exist. [This review is
of the US edition, but the UK edition, published by Penguin Books,
certainly has what looks like a perfectly good index, but no bibliog-
raphy – and no appendix of technical terms.]

Gracewing and Notre Dame: Lectures on the present position of
Catholics in England, by John Henry Newman, with introduction
and notes by Andrew Nash (£25). Rev. by Seán Finnegan, Cath-
olic Herald, 22 Dec. 2000.
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Secondly, there is no index. This is a major lack in any serious
edition; in fact we badly need a comprehensive index in English to
all Newman’s works; I am told that the Germans managed to
produce one years ago. In the past, the work of producing a
complete resetting and index would undoubtedly have been a
major undertaking, but these days, with optical character recogni-
tion software and sophisticated desktop publishing programmes
both these tasks could be accomplished easily and quickly. And
when the series was finished, the results of the accumulated indices
[sic] could be collated and issued as a separate volume. May I
implore Gracewing to take this on board before they have made
too many reprints in this series? . . I would like to end with an
appeal . . .. Not only do we need a really good index for Newman,
but we need a thorough and user-friendly guide to his ideas and
writings. [Fair enough, but the indexing might not be quite as easy and
quick a job as the reviewer suggests, if a ‘really good’ index is to be
produced.]

HarperCollins (New Delhi): Before freedom: Nehru’s letters to his
sister, 1909–1947, ed. by Nayantara Sahgal (500 pp, Rs395). Rev.
by Sunil Khilnani, Times Literary Supplement, 23 March 2001.

Aside from a few footnotes, the editorial presence is sparse and
there is no index. Still, we should be very grateful to Nayantara
Sahgal for making these letters available.

Imperial College Press: Tuberculosis: an interdisciplinary perspec-
tive, ed. by John D. H. Porter and John M. Grange (1999, 509 pp,
£40). Rev. by F. J. C. Millard, Journal of the Royal Society of
Medicine 93, July 2000.

I regretted the absence of an index, which makes cross-referencing
difficult.

Library Association of Ireland: Library file: making a success of the
school library, ed. by Valerie Coghlan, Patricia Quigley and
Rosemary Walton (1999, 107 pp, £25). Rev. by Annette Lear,
Library Association Record 102(7), July 2000.

This is a well laid out publication with a full table of contents, which
makes the lack of an index less of a problem than might be
expected.

Oldcastle Books: The hand I played: a poker memoir, by David
Spanier (246 pp, £16.99). Rev. by Mary Kenny, Times Literary
Supplement, 2 March 2001.

It is regrettable that the work should be published without an
index, in a text which refers most entertainingly to Lord Lucan,
Donald Trump, the Revd Gordon Moody of Gamblers Anony-
mous (a good egg, according to Spanier) and Dostoevsky, among
many others.

Oxford University Press: The Oxford companion to Turner, ed. by
Evelyn Joll, Martin Butlin and Luke Herrmann (420 pp, £60).
Rev. by Lindsay Stainton, The Spectator, 10 March 2001.

Finding one’s way around the book is frustrating even for someone
tolerably well acquainted with Turner, and I longed for an index.
But these are minor quibbles . . . [oh, please, not again.]

Thames & Hudson: Classic gardens: the French style, by Jean-Pierre
Babelon and Mic Chamblas-Ploton (2000, 300 pp, £39.95). Rev.
by John Sales, The Garden, June 2001.

Although there is a bibliography, there is no index.

The Travel Clinic (Melbourne, Australia): The traveller’s pocket
medical guide and international certificate of vaccination (3rd
edn), by Jonathan Cohen (2000, 48 pp, Au$9.90). Rev. by Peter
A. Leggat, JAMA 285(12), 28 March 2001.

There are no substantial illustrations, maps, bibliography, or index.

University of California Press: Invasive plants of California’s
wildland, ed. by Carla C. Bossard, John M. Randall and Marc C.
Hoshovsky. Rev. in Bay Nature, April–June 2001.

One major omission, however, is an index of common plant
names. UC Press hopes to include an index in future print runs. In
the meantime, you can log on to www.ucpress.edu, type in the
name of the book, click on the title, and download the index in a
‘pdf’ file.

Virago: The Virago book of grandmothers: an autobiographical
anthology, by Penelope Farmer (422 pp, £17.99). Rev. by Kath-
erine Duncan-Jones, Times Literary Supplement, 26 Jan. 2001.

The lack of an index is also an irritation. Some readers may wish,
for example, to collate the many interesting short pieces from
Robert Coles’s ‘Una Anciana’, an account of old age in Mexico, but
there is no easy way of doing so.

Weidenfeld: The satyr: an account of the life and work, death and
salvation of John Wilmot, Second Earl of Rochester, by Cephas
Goldsworthy (352 pp, £25). Rev. by Sean O’Brien, Guardian, 3
Feb. 2001.

The Satyr scarcely seems to have been read, never mind edited. It is
clearly a labour of love, but it is diffuse and repetitive. It sheds little
light on the poems, and with neither index nor illustrations is
clearly overpriced.

Obiter dicta
Faber: The erotomaniac: the secret life of Henry Spencer Ashbee, by

Ian Gibson (2001, 276 pp, £12.99). Rev. by Eric Korn, Times
Literary Supplement, 9 March 2001.

What Walter [the pseudonymous author of My secret life] and
Henry Spencer [Ashbee] certainly share is not a love of flesh,
responsive or tormented, but a bureaucratic love of elaborate
indexing. With a restraint I can only distantly admire, Gibson does
not quote Walter’s entry ‘f***ing, struck on pego by hailstone
WHILST’ – an entry so memorable that I fear I may have invented
it.

Pocket Books: Staying tuned, by Daniel Schorr (354 pp, $26.95).
Rev. by Jonah Goldberg, Wall Street Journal, 2 May 2001.

But it is Mr. Schorr’s domestic career that reveals how so many
journalists see the relationship between reporting and liberalism as
one of means and ends. Mr. Schorr takes enormous pride in the
fact that lots of politicians called him a ‘son-of-a-bitch,’ mentioning
it so often that ‘S.O.B.’ should be in the index.

Viking: The bay of angels, by Anita Brookner (224 pp, £16.99). Rev.
by Helen Stevenson, Guardian, 3 Feb. 2001.

Zoe earns a little money indexing and copy editing, classic
Brooknerish occupations, which allows her a freedom of sorts,
since freedom is only ever relative. It is freedom from, not freedom
to. ‘I wanted to be in the sun, with the money in my bag all to
myself. Time and inactivity seemed the greatest endowments any
woman could enjoy.’ [And these are attainable by taking up indexing?
Please note, ‘a little money’.]

University of Chicago Press: Democracy in America, by Alexis de
Tocqueville, tr. by Harvey C. Mansfield and Delba Winthrop
(2000, 722 pp, $35). Rev. by Caleb Crain, New York Times, 14
Jan. 2001.

Mansfield and Winthrop have nowhere altered Tocqueville’s
meaning. But there is a political slant of sorts to the way they
present him. Consider the empyrean reluctance with which they
consent to a subject index: ‘We do this somewhat against our incli-
nation, as such an index may give a sense of false security to those
users who are pressed for time.’ That’s how the rabble get in, you
know – through the subject index. And once they get in, the rabble
have a known weakness for stylistic flair.
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Indexes in my bottom drawer
I modestly claim the record for the compilation of
indexes paid for, but unpublished. Their non-
appearance before the world, I hasten to add, was not
in any case due to rejection on their merits.

My first unseen violet was a chore perhaps we all
perform – an early index prepared for a volume lacking
one, both for practice, and to send to publishers as a
sample. Mine, to a textbook of Chaucerian criticism, did
lead to commissions, though my large hint about the
availability of this index for possible subsequent editions
of the work did not bear fruit.

My next hundred or so indexes did duly appear in
print – anon, of course. Then, twice, commissions of
utmost urgency; one, a history of the circus; the other,
an account of turbulent Nigerian politics. Fast as I
worked, night and day, both publishers decided that
they could not after all wait for the commissioned index,
and both books appeared without the essential key:
most frustrating, as not only was the work done, but the
need for such guidance had become highly apparent in
the course of it.

Then I undertook the cumulative indexing of an
undergraduate magazine on linguistics, in its fourth year.
Fascinating to work on – both for its erudite text and
the urbane letters from its student editor. Before the
work was finished, he disappeared to the Casbah. I
wrote to the deputy editor for guidance on some
points, and he was politely surprised to learn that any
index had been commissioned. I completed the index,
and after some diffident probing of his embarrassed
colleagues on the journal’s editorial board, was paid in
full. This outlay must have been the final blow; the
magazine subsequently ceased publication, and my
index never appeared in print.

Far more prestigious and established was the learned
journal the cumulation of whose indexes for the
previous (pre-computer) ten years I undertook. Miles of
invisible adhesive tape fixed sliced sections (colour-
coded with felt-tip pens) of enlarged photostats of the
ten printed indexes to my cards, which filled eight foot-
long file trays. It was agreed that the printers would
work from these, so that I need not retype it all; hours
of card-neatening were thus necessitated. But the
journal’s editorial board held its annual meeting at a
period of intense financial stringency, and decided that
first among feasible cuts came the printing of cumulative
indexes. So, once more, I was honourably paid, but my
product unpublished.

Almost all my indexes have met the crude glare of the
reading public, but the unexposed children of one’s
labours are those one regards most tenderly. Can other
indexers rival this sad story of bushels trampling lights?
And – would anyone care to come up and see my
indexes...?

Hazel Bell, Hatfield

Free magazine offer
A free introductory copy of newBOOKS.mag is
available to readers of The Indexer.

newBOOKS.mag is a new magazine for readers
and reading groups, with extracts from six or
more recent or forthcoming titles – and 500 free
copies of each book featured are available to be
claimed for only the cost of post and packing.

It also includes articles about the world of
publishing in all its aspects, from ‘Things that
vanity publishers won’t tell you’ to ‘Joined-up
reading’, a project bringing publishers, booksellers
and librarians closer together, as well as readers’
reviews and reports from reading groups around
the country.

For your free introductory copy, send your name
and address to: guypringle@waitrose.com or
newBOOKS.mag, The Indexer offer, 15 Scots
Drive, Wokingham RG41 3XF.




